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REMARKS 


Examination of the above -identified application in view of 
the present preliminary amendment is respectfully requested. 

The present preliminary amendment before, action corrects 
the claim numbering, and adds some additional claims. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made 
to the claims by the current preliminary amendment. The 
attached page is captioned " Version with markings to show 

changes made . 9 ' 

An early action on the merits is respectfully requested. 
Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment in 
the fees for this matter to our Deposit Account No. 20-0090 


TAROLLI, SUNDHEIM, COVELL, 

& TUMMINO L.L.P. 
526 Superior Avenue, Suite 1111 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-1400 
Phone: (216) 621-2234 
Fax: (216) 621-4072 


Respectfully submitted, 


f Thomas L. Ta-folli 
C Reg. No. 20,177 



Serial No. 10/092,699 
VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claims 4-16 have been amended as follows: 
4. " (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said shank portion of said ball stud has a circular 
cross-sectional configuration centered on said axis and said 
predetermined weakened portion has a circular cross-sectional 
configuration that is not centered on said axis. 

A-r (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 

claim 1 wherein said predetermined weakened portion has a 
cross-sectional configuration that is eccentric to said axis 
by a distance that is greater than the maximum bending amount 
of said shank portion of said ball stud. 

%-r 6^ (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim A 5 wherein said shank portion of said ball stud has a 
; circular cross-sectional configuration centered on said axis 
and said predetermined weakened portion has a circular 
cross-sectional configuration. 

£t- 2j_ (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim % 6 wherein said shank portion of said ball stud has a 
diameter in the range of from about 12 millimeters to about 21 
millimeters, said predetermined weakened portion has a 
diameter in the range of from about 8 millimeters to about 18 
millimeters, and said predetermined weakened portion is 


! 
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eccentric to said axis by an amount in the range of from 
about 0.1 millimeters to about 0.5 millimeters. 

3-r 8^ (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim -6 7 wherein said shank portion of said ball stud has a 
j diameter of 15.5 millimeters, said predetermined weakened 
i portion has a diameter of 12.5 millimeters, and said 
predetermined weakened portion is eccentric to said axis by 
about 0.15 to 0.3 millimeters. 

%-r 9^ (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim 3 wherein said predetermined weakened portion is 
eccentric to said axis by an amount equal to about 1% to 
i about 3% of the diameter of said shank portion. 

■9-r 10. (Amended) A vehicle steering linkage member 
comprising : 

a socket; and 

a stud having a ball end portion received in said 
socket and supported for pivotal movement relative to said 
socket, said stud having a shank portion projecting from said 
socket, said shank portion being centered on said axis and 
having one or more bent areas at which said shank portion is 
bent off said axis; 

said shank portion of said ball stud including a 
predetermined weakened portion that is eccentric to said axis. 
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4r0-r 11 . (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim -9 10 wherein the amount of eccentricity of said 
predetermined weakened portion is greater than the amount by 
which said one or more bent areas of said shank portion are 
bent off said axis. 

4r^r 12 . (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim -3r& 11 wherein said shank portion of said ball stud has a 
circular cross-sectional configuration centered on said axis 
and said predetermined weakened portion has a circular 
cross-sectional configuration that is eccentric to said axis. 

-t2^- 13. (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim -14- 12 wherein said predetermined weakened portion is 
eccentric to said axis by an amount equal to about 1% to 
about 3% of the diameter of said shank portion. 

-3t3-t- 14 . (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim 4 10 wherein said predetermined weakened portion buckles 
under a predetermined amount of force. 

-1-4 15 . (Amended) ' A vehicle steering linkage member 
comprising : 

a socket; and 

a stud having a ball end portion received in said 
socket and supported for pivotal movement relative to said 
socket, said stud having a longitudinal axis, said stud having 
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a shank portion projecting from said socket and centered on 
said axis; 

said shank portion of said ball stud including a 
predetermined weakened portion, said predetermined weakened 
portion having a cross-sectional configuration that is not 
centered on said axis. 

±%-r 16. (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim -t4 15 wherein said shank portion of said ball stud has a 
circular cross-sectional configuration centered on said axis 
and said predetermined weakened portion has a circular 
cross-sectional configuration that is eccentric to said axis. 

17 . (Amended) A linkage member as set forth in 
claim ±4 15 wherein said predetermined weakened portion 
buckles under a predetermined amount of force. 

Claims 18-21 have been added. 
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